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Message From The President
VVA Chapter 106 President, Dennis St. Germaine • 520.743.3546

It’s coming up on the end of January 2008, the time when all our New Year’s resolutions are
beginning to fade, but when the President of the United States gives his State of the Union
address; his version of how things stand today for the USA.

I hope none will find me arrogant, but I propose to do the same thing for my chapter. We
have 144 members, a great many of whom are life members. But the faces we see at meetings
and gatherings amount to between a dozen and two dozen. Same faces. The number grows
when we begin to have Nam Jam meetings, planning for the chapter’s main fundraiser of the
year. There are estimates of up to 25,000 Vietnam and era veterans in Pima County.

We compete for members with other veterans’ organizations, including the VFW and the
American Legion. Veterans who are eligible for inclusion in VVA many times join the more so-
cially oriented clubs because they have a clubhouse with bar, grill, pool, shuffleboard, etc. When
I try to recruit members, I always am up front with that. We have no clubhouse. We are about
working for veterans: veterans rights, veterans health care, veterans issues. We work out of our
own homes and offices. We come together in donated spaces or outdoors. I also make it a point
to tell veterans that they can join as many veterans’ organizations as they wish. The chapter is 25
years old, and we hardly make a ripple in the veterans’ community as far as membership.

We do however, make a difference in the community with programs that help veterans such
as our monthly bingo at Southern Arizona Veterans Health Care Center’s long-term and hospice
ward. In addition, we fulfill one of VVA’s founding principles of changing the image of Vietnam
Veterans with our Museum, both the smaller traveling museum and the larger complete installa-
tion that Museum Director Bill Fort mounts at Nam Jam every year. (Speaking of which, almost
everyone bailed on Bill at teardown time at the last Nam Jam. Not good!) In addition, we make
donations to worthy community charities, support Esperanza en Escalante, the transitional hous-
ing project for homeless veterans, award scholarships to veterans and their families. We do good
work and we can take pride in that. But think what we could do if just 10 percent of the eligible
veterans in Pima County would join us.

I recently got us involved with the Arizona Theatre Company production of “Touch the Names,
Letters to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Bill Fort, after tearing down the museum on Saturday
at Nam Jam, showed up at ATC’s Temple of Music and Art on Sunday where he and I put it up
again for the run of the play, a little over two weeks. We then loaned part of the museum to ATC.
They transported it to Phoenix along with the play’s set and mounted it for another 2-and-a-half
weeks. Along with our donation box of course. We made close to $1,000 in donations and a raffle
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of a framed print of “Reflections.” Gail Skinner, Boyd Hirshman and Bill Fort all pitched in during
Q & A sessions with audience members, the cast and us. And thanks to everyone who showed
up at the special free performance for veterans. I gathered a bunch of information brochures left
from Nam Jam and set up an information booth before each performance. I met many veterans
who had not heard of us. They all left the table with what info I could give them, including my card
and a membership application. Hopefully some will take a second look at us. Speaking of cards,
Sarge has offered to make business cards. I have found the ones he made for me to be valuable,
since I can hand it out to veterans I meet. It has the meeting time and place on the back.

We try to defray costs of members traveling to state, regional and national VVA events, but
rising fuel and lodging costs are really making an impact. We could not afford to send a represen-
tative to the 25th Anniversary of the Wall parade because we had just spent about $5,000 send-
ing delegates to the National Convention in Springfield, Ill. I would like to help Jonell and Frank
get to the National Leadership Conference in Greenville, NC., but we will have to gather some
funds to make that happen. I would like us to send all the delegates we are eligible to send to the
National Convention in 2009, and that will require even more funds. So what do we do? We
know, from an entirely realistic financial report and projection from our Treasurer Sarge Rodriguez,
that we have about $5,300 in real cash, while we need about $20,000 more than that to carry out
our intended activities for the year. The two main fundraising activities, the golf tournament and
Nam Jam both have upfront startup costs. Together they are about $21,000.

Producing Nam Jam is an art practiced by many vets through the years, and I must say
perfected over the last two years by Director Sarge Rodriguez, who also accepted responsibility
as Chapter 106 treasurer, a busy part-time job itself. For family reasons, Sarge won’t be able to
direct Nam Jam this year, so at this point I will work with Sarge to secure the Nov. 1 date from the
city. We will still need all kinds of help.

Nam Jam began in a time when many Vietnam Veterans were in their late 30s and early 40s.
It was a time when if we weren’t working at Nam Jam, we attended and hung out in the beer
garden to listen to the music while drinking two, three, even four beers. Beer sales comprised
and comprises a heavy  percentage of our profits. We are now in our late 50s and early 60s, as
are many in our audience. We do not drink as much as we did back then, and our beer sales at
the last Nam Jam demonstrated that. Combined with higher fees from the city it has become
harder and harder to make the Nam Jam pay. Police protection, about which we have no choice,
cost almost $4,500. Many of the costs that we bear today to produce Nam Jam came as a result
of city budget tightening a few years ago. The city used to donate the park and facilities. In
addition, many of the off-duty police who worked Nam Jam in years past, donated their time by
making donations equaling their off-duty pay. Today that does not happen. We pay $45 each an
hour for eleven police.

The Second Annual Nam Jam Golf Tournament, now named in honor of our deceased
member Earl Reis, who helped organize the first one, is scheduled for April 20. We will send out
packets this week to get more people involved. Last year we broke about even, thanks to Earl
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and his hard work. Mike Orevetz is heading up the golf tournament and has already gathered
some fine raffle prizes.

The golf tournament is set for April 20, 2008 at Randolph North, 600 South Alvernon Way.
Shotgun start at 9 a.m., for a four player scramble. Entry is $75 per golfer with 10 percent off for
those who register before March 1. Call Mike at 784-4523.

Sarge, along with Vice President Paul Hetrick and Secretary Bob Serge, are going back to
Casa Grande for the Arizona State Open Chili Championship. Paul is entering the contest, while
Sarge and Bob will publicize VVA and raise some funds with product sales. Weather (make that
wind) permitting, we may take the museum (and of course its donation box.)

Gail Skinner continues to provide a much needed liaison between the chapter and SAVAHCC.
He heads up our part in the annual patient carnival and the root-beer-float sales where we pro-
vide the ice cream and root beer, sell the floats to hospital staffers and turn over the proceeds to
the Volunteer Services department which uses it to assist patients. Gail is also our chaplain.

We are flatlining, so to speak, and we really need new energy and new ideas about member-
ship and fundraising. We need veterans who want to work to assist other veterans. I’d like to see
a bunch of our members who are inactive show up for meetings and events.

So that’s my version of how things stand for VVA Chapter 106, Tucson.

Welcome Home!

Fourth Quarter Financial Report 2007
Chapter Treasurer:,VAVS Deputy, “Sarge” Rodriguez • 520.298.0082

The month of October kept our chapter on the move with the number of activities that were
held.

• October 5, 2007, our chapter held its end of the year patient’s Root Beer Float
fundraiser at the SAVAHCS. We have generated hundreds of dollars during the
summer months and all proceeds benefited the VA hospital Patient’s fund.

• October 5 – 7, 2007, Beaudry RV Sales and Rental invited our Chapter to partici-
pate in their October Fest. They allowed us to display our Museum and sell raffle
tickets. Winners of the raffle were announced at NAMJAM.

• October 12, 2007, Chapter participated and assisted “The Order of the Silver Rose”
in its First Annual Veterans Benefit and Ball that was held at the Still-Twiggs House
located in downtown Tucson. All the proceeds benefited Tucson’s Esperanza En
Escalante, a Veteran transitional homeless shelter.

• October 16 – November 04, 2007, our Chapter and Museum participated At the
Tucson and Phoenix’s Arizona Theatre Company. Many of the Chapter members
were on stage and helped present the stage play called “Touch the Wall with letters
to the Vietnam Memorial” Dennis St.Germaine, Bill Fort and Gail Skinner spent
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many hour there. We were able to generate close to a thousand dollars between
donations and the sale of raffle tickets.

• October 17, 2007, Gail Skinner, SAVAHCS Patient’s Carnival Chairman, our Chap-
ter and other Veteran organizations helped set-up, coordinate and celebrated its
Annual VA Hospital Patients Carnival and Volunteer Appreciation Day. In the last
two years, this event has been Chaired by VVA members.

• October 19 – 20, 2007, VVA 106 Annual NAMJAM Celebration at Kennedy Fiesta
Park. This was our 20th Annual Event and involved many Chapter members and
their families. We thank them all for all the hard work that went into this event. We
also want to thank all that supported us.

• October 25, 2007, held our after action reports on NAMJAM, our regular chapter
meeting followed.

• November 21, 2007, Paul Hetrick, our Chapter Vice-President took charge of this
month’s Bingo. All the patients were treated to Bingo prizes, ice cream and soda.
There was a packed house.

• December 19, 2007, this being the end of the year, we combined our VA hospital
bingo and VVA 106 Chapter meeting at the hospital. What a turn out. One of the VA
hospital patient was our very own Chapter President, Dennis St.Germaine, who
had knee surgery and for a change was a bingo player. He won three times (maybe
a fix???). We closed out the year and all hoped for a better 2008 – HAPPY NEW
YEAR from all of us.

Mission Statement
The Mission of our Vietnam Veterans TucsonChapter 106 is to help foster, encourage, &

strive for the improvement of theVietnam-era veteran. To bond in brotherhood & promote cultural
improvement,emotional & spiritual growth, development, self-respect, & self-confidence. Aswell
as to learn on an on-going basis what the Vietnam experience meant to us &the United States. of
America To eliminate discrimination suffered by theVietnam-era veteran & develop means of
communication which will assistveterans enrich their lives & enhance life fulfillment. To assist our
disabled andneedy military brothers including, but not limited to Vietnam-era veterans, their
dependants, widows and orphans of our deceased brothers!
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January Meeting Minutes
Chapter Secretary, Bob Serge • 520.730.3578

Date: 1-24-2008
Opening and Officers Reports –
Call to order: Dennis St. Germaine, President
Invocation: Gail Skinner,  Chaplain
Pledge of Allegiance Lead by: Gerard Berume
Memory of POW / MIA: Sarge Rodriguez, Treasurer
(Moment of prayer or silence)
Interdictions of New Members: No new members
Roll Call of Officers: Dennis St. Germaine
Reading of the previous minutes: Bob Serge, Chapter Secretary
Acceptance of minutes: 12/19/07 Motion made by Sarge, seconded by Paul Hetrick
Finance Report(s): Sarge Rodriguez

Sarge read the financial report as of Jan 22 2008 we have total assets of $5,343.53 report
was approved as read. Sarge also read a report for projected fy 2008/2009 for VVA 106 totals
were based on historic data. We need $28,388.00 for the year it was suggested we start fundraising
now. It was suggested that we do a fundraiser every month so we can  come up with the money
we need to do our business in helping vets it was asked if we had any thoughts on fundraising if
so send it to Sarge at sargee8@live.com

Treasurer’s Report: Ending balance as of 1/22/08 $5,343.53

Report s by various committees (if any)
Membership: Frank Martinez, Membership Director

Frank read his report on the state of our membership we have 55 individual 1 on time life
member 88 life members total of 144 members. AVVA members 15 associate members 1 other
member 5 associate life members for a  total of 21 associate members.

Community Services/Committees:  President
(Optional) President may ask at this time “Are there any brothers or sisters sick or in need?

Is there a brother’s family in distress?” (Sarge wife is still going through treatments for cancer our
prayers our with Sarge and his family.)
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Museum: Bill Fort, Director and Curator
(No Report)

Boyd Hershman was added to the Museum Committee. It was brought up that we get to-
gether to update the museum. Date and time was set for March 22, 2008 at the E&E at 9 am to
update the displays and anything that needs repaired.

VAVS Represent ative: Gail Skinner, Sr. Rep or Deputy
(updates at the VA hospital)

Gail Skinner gave a report on the VAVS for the hospital there was talk on a couple of events
at the hospital. There is a calendar for your review just ask. There was a short discussion on
traffic lights at hospital entrance. Gail talked about the book that Linda West wrote. This poignant
memoir shares the story of a young Vietnamese girl during the height of the war in Vietnam. He
said that she is sharing the profits with us, Chapter 106.

(President can add more to the committee list)

Unfinished Business  (items from previous meetings not voted on)

Golf Tournament – we need to get going on mailing out to business so we can rise some
founds for the event. We are going to get putters again for prizes there is a lot of work to do we
could need some help.

Fundraisers -  we need to do fundraising every month to achieve our goals in helping our vets
and there families. We could do a lot more if we raised more money. We need some more
help. One suggestion was we go to the chill cook of .We are going to go. We need to broaden
our horizons and think outside the box..

New Business  (subjects discussed at this meeting)

Statewide Fundraising-  Bill Messer would like to do a fundraiser verity type show to raise
funds VVA state wide. We need more info, this will be ongoing.

NamJam- we need a new director, Dennis is going do it for now with Sarge’s help we need
dates for the event It was decided for November first and fundraising for the event we need to
start now. It was also suggested that we  have it from 10am to 5.30pm

Nomination Committee-  Boyd Hershman was nominated to chair the nomination committee
bob serge said he would help him.

Dennis would like to nominate Randall Mylar and Chic Streetman for VVA National Arts Award
also he would like to try and get a ice machine for the new VA clinic.
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Announcement s (Dates and information on future meetings or events)

Next Tucson Chapter 106 Meeting 02/28/2008 at E&E

Next Arizona State Council Meeting May 31 at Prescott location TBA

Up Coming Event s / Activities:
Region 9 Mtg at Grace Inn Phnx Mar 14-16

Leadership Conference – Greenville, NC July 16-19

Good of the Order  (talks, inspirational and otherwise, etc.)

Jonel let us know that everthing went great at Shiprock and thanked us for our support.

Closing the meeting

Closing Prayer Gail Skinner, Chaplain

Adjournment by Dennis St. Germain, President

Notes:
Note just to remind everyone on new meeting place is to go back to E&E

Membership
Frank F. Martinez • 520.385.1487

It has been more than thirty years past the experienceshared in the service of our country in
Viet Nam.In recognition for the sacrifice and service made by those who served:we now have a
place in Southern Arizona where we call a special home.Vietnam Veterans of America Tucson
Chapter 106 welcomes you into a specialbrotherhood.We offer many things to our members. An
out-reach element, homeless and familyservices and a sense of belonging that was denied to us
for so many years, in so many ways.

Contact us for information on Agent Orange and general health and benefits information!
We are here to help!

JOIN THE TUCSON CHAPTER 106, HELP US HELP VETERANS!
Becoming part of our organization may be one of the most meaningful actions of your post-

war experience. We want contributions of your thinking, your dreams, and your experience.
Don’t just think about it, DO IT!
The state of our membership we have 55 ind 1 on time life member 88 life members total of

144 members. AVVA members 15 associate members 1 oth member 5 associate life members
for a total of 21 associate members.
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Golf Tournament 2008
Michael Oravetz • 520.784.4523.
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Associates of Vietnam Veterans of America
Arizona AVVA: Glad-To-Meet-You Hugs At Shiprock by Jonel Martinez

On August 6, we drove up to the electronic gate in the 12-foot high, razor-wire fence that
surrounds the Home for Women and Children. This is the shelter in Shiprock, New Mexico, for
homeless Navajo women and their children who are victims of domestic violence. This facility is
for victims—abused women and children—yet it looks like a prison. By the time the lump in my
throat cleared and the tears in my eyes dried, the three truckloads of VVA and AVVA members
had parked and we approached the door of the trailer office.

We were met by happy strangers. The female workers at the shelter greeted us with much
kindness. They introduced themselves while the men unloaded the trucks. Then these women
helped us separate and allocate hundreds of gift items. The gifts were placed in large plastic
bags; on each bag was written the name of one of the children; then the bags were hidden in a
side office.

Next, the personal hygiene bags and laundry baskets were filled with extra donations; then
they, too, were hidden. We stuffed all of the backpacks with crayons, colored pencils, writing
tablets, and other supplies appropriate for pre-school and early school-aged children; these also
joined the secret presents. Had it not been for the help of the shelter workers, we would have
spent hours just separating the many gifts. I regretted not having gifts for the staff to show them
how much they were appreciated.

Two women had ordered ten pizzas for lunch. I caught Les Ryan at the door handing them a
$100 bill, his own money. I stopped him. Reluctantly, he allowed AVVA Chapter 106 to pay for half
of the pizzas.

A group of adorable, smiling children walked into the room. Each greeted us with a hello and
a handshake. Some shared hugs with us. Real tight, glad-to-meet-you hugs. After everything
they had been through in their young lives, they seemed untouched by the abuse that had brought
them into this high-security shelter.

We watched the seven mothers lead their little ones to the table loaded with pizza, salad,
and desserts. Plates filled quickly. Just before they began to eat, Grandma Klara offered a
Navajo prayer. I didn’t understand a word, but I knew we all favored the same God. The children
ate at a large round table.

We noticed that two mothers holding infants didn’t have plates. I asked if they would allow us
to hold their babies. They quickly handed the babies to us, filled their plates, and went to another
area to eat so they could have a real lunch break.

After lunch, the table was cleared. The women of the shelter sat with their infants at the
table, and the eleven little ones sat on the carpet waiting, not knowing what was next. I’ve been
helping people all of my life, and I can’t recall ever helping so many children at once. One of the
advocates at the shelter brought out the large bags of presents. As soon as names were called
out, one by one each child’s face lit up even brighter.
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The children excitedly ripped open the bags. They held up the gifts and called to their moms.
The mothers were pleased and thankful. A few children put on their backpacks and marched
around the room singing, “I’m going to school!” Then the mothers were taken by surprise with full
laundry baskets for their families.

We had been there nearly four hours. The children were due for naps and quiet time. The
little ones lined up and wished us good-bye. We told them we loved them and we would see them
again. The children gave us handmade thank-you cards decorated with their handprints. I was
very proud of the Associates of Vietnam Veterans of America, Arizona, proud indeed.

AVVA Chapter 432 donated the backpacks with some school supplies and the laundry bas-
kets with personal hygiene bags. The brownies were baked by Laura Bargfeld. Lynn and Bill
Wesp donted clothing, books, action figures, cookies, and crackers. AVVA Chapter 106, with my
husband Frank Martinez and myself, donated pre-K to second-grade supplies (colored pencils,
crayons, and handwriting tablets), toys for all ages, books, art/crafts supplies, a pink sit-in toddler
car, half of the pizza and beverages, cupcakes for the party, and staples for the shelter. AVVA 106
member Jade Brown donated twenty stuffed animals.

Arizona AVVA donated seven $20 Walmart gift cards. Les Ryan donated stuffed animals,
diapers, markers, handwriting tablets, coloring books, activity books, crayons, pencils and pens,
paper, cases of food for the shelter, and half the cost of the pizza.

Officer Nominations
If anybody thinks its time for a change. You need to put your name in for nomination for an

office in our up coming elections in  April at our regular chapter meeting. We are heading in to our
21st year for Namjam if anyone has new ideas to help our goals it is time to step-up and be
accounted for. Hope to see everyone there

Chapter Officers
Chapter President:  Dennis St. Germaine • 520.743.3546 • dsaintg@aol.com

Chapter VP:  Paul R. Hetrick • 520.886.8757 • paulbo2005@comcast.net
Chapter Secret ary:  Bob Serge • 520.730.3578 • booperser@live.com

Chapter T reasurer:  VAVS Deputy “Sarge” Rodriguez • 520.331.8325 • sargee@cox.net1
Membership: Frank Martinez • 520.385.1487


